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July 22, 2025
(Commencing at 5:30 p.m)
MR PICCRILLI: WMadam Chair, thank you
for allowing ne to proceed with this inquiry.

As you know, back on, | believe it was June 4th,
or June 3rd School Commttee neeting, you authorized
nme to conduct an investigation into what the true and
| egal Mai ntenance of Effort nunber is the Town shoul d be
provi di ng you as part of your budget, school budget.
Just for the record, 1'll read exactly what Rhode Island
Ceneral Law 16-7-23 provi des.

"The School Commttee's budget provisions of each
community for current expenditures in each budget year
shall provide for an anount fromall sources sufficient
to support the basic programand all other approved
prograns shared by the state. Each conmunity shal
contribute local funds to its School Commttee in an
anount not less than its local contribution for schools
in the previous year." That's known as Mai nt enance of
Effort.

Basically, the Town, they appropriate $7 mllion
to you, or it's not just appropriate, they give you
noney fromall sources, and it's $7 mllion, fromthe

Town. Next year, they have to give you $7 nmillion, at a
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mnimum There is one exception to that, for
nonrecurring expenses, and we'll get into that. But
those are very rare types of expenditures, and the
Commi ssi oner has taken a very dimview of towns trying
to argue certain itenms of nonrecurring expenses.

| brought to the Commttee's attention previously
a case fromthe Town, it involved the Town of West
Warwi ck and the West Warw ck School Commttee from
August 31st of 2009. It was a decision of the
Commi ssi oner of Education. The Town and the School
Committee in West Warwi ck had agreed that in a Caruol o
Action, they were in Superior Court, and they had agreed
that the Town would pay sone bills on behalf of the
School Conmmittee, the pension, transportation, and
tuition. The judge signed off on it, and said that that
they agreed that that would not go into the Mui ntenance
of Effort.

Wel |, during the next budget cycle, the Auditor
CGeneral caught wind of this and told themthat that was
illegal. He didn't care what the Superior Court judge
said. And he took it to the Conm ssioner, and the
Comm ssi oner agreed, that those expenditures that were
paid by the Town had to go i nto Mai ntenance of Effort,

because if they didn't, every city and town could sinply
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pay whatever they felt like to the school departnent and
dictate the school departnent's budget, and that woul d
be in conplete violation of what that statute stands
for.

| nportantly, the Conm ssioner nakes the point, the
pur pose of that statue isn't for these guys, it's not
for the School Committee. It's not for the Schoo
Commttee. The purpose is to fulfill the mandate of the
Ceneral Assenbly in the state to nake sure that school s
are properly funded. That is a state function, a state
mandat e, and that's why that statute has been in
exi stence probably a hundred years.

Now, unfortunately, over the |ast few nonths, |'ve
W tnessed, or the Commttee has w tnessed a rather
unfortunate circunstance.

Your prior superintendent, Pat Dubois, tried to
find out what your Maintenance of Effort nunber is. She
wor ked for, with the current, the new Finance Director
for many nonths, or years you were without -- the Town
was w thout a Finance Director. And she was finding
that in the budget there were these allocations, 78,000,
one year, $137,000 anot her year, 359,000 anot her year,
$520, 000 anot her year that the Town woul d give the

School Departnent, but not put in the Miintenance of
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Effort. It totals over a mllion dollars over the | ast
five or six years, and when she tried to inquire of the
busi ness of fi ce how this happened, she was not getting
any answers. As you all know, Pat left in June. Renee
Pal azzo has taken over, and she's, you know -- Pat had
been around for a long tinme, 15/20 years. She knew this
stuff intinmately, and she prepared a report, and we gave
this report to the Budget Board, we gave it to the Town
Council at the budget hearing in April. W've gone
t hrough this exhaustively, and we get no answers from
the Town. We get accusations that we were m smanagi ng
noney. So here we are.
Wien you authorized nme to do this, the first thing
I did on June 5th -- you have that docunent in front of
you. | ask that it be marked as Exhibit A
(Wher eupon, School Committee Exhibit Ais
mar ked. )
MR PICORILLI: | sent a letter to
Ms. Beltram whom | had not net before tonight. Unlike
your prior business managers, Tom Mainville, D ane
Brennan, Adam Muccino, who | used to work with, and they
woul d conme to every School Commttee neeting, or al nost
every School Commttee neeting, and work very

cooperatively with us. For sone reason, and you'll find
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out tonight, the Finance Director does not cone to our
School Conmittee neetings and does not answer our
questions. So | was forced to send this letter. And in
my letter, | asked for certain information. | asked for
certain docunents, but | also asked for answers, to
provide a detail ed accounting of the noney that was
appropriated, or given to the School Departnent. FY20
was 107,000. FY23, 178,000. FY24, 520,000. FY25,
335,000. Wiere did that noney cone from where did it
go, and why was it not in the Miintenance of Effort?
And | attached to that a detail ed summary of
spreadsheets that Pat Dubois had prepared and presented
to the Budget Board and the Town Council. | got a
response on June 24th. | got a response on
June 24th from Jean Fecteau, the Town Cerk, not from
Ms. Beltram but fromthe Town Clerk. And it says,
"Dear M. Piccirilli: This email is sent pursuant to
your Access to Public Records Request dated June 9th."
I was wong, it was June 5th. She said, "The records
you requested, none have been | ocated. W need anot her
20 days. Beth had presented two journal entries. And
by request nunber three, explanation to questions, the
Access to Public Records Act requires a public body to

provi de docunents that are deened public records, not
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answers to questions. Not answers to questions.”

So how did | respond to that?

On July 1st, | sent Ms. Beltraman email of the
letter. And | expressed ny frustration. | wasn't
asking for this informati on as sone nenber of the
public. | was a duly authorized agent asking these
questions, and you're a co-equal branch of governnent
wth the Town Council. You have not only the right but
the obligation to ask these questions, and the Town has
the obligation to answer them It is insulting to have
gotten a letter, treating nmy request like | was just
some bum off the street. And | made that clear in ny
response.

Now, in fairness to Jean -- | don't know if she's
here or not.

MEMBER OF THE AUDI ENCE: No.

MR PICCRILLI: She called ne and
apol ogi zed.

MEMBER OF THE AUDI ENCE: She is in the
emer gency room

MR PICCORILLI: I'msorry to hear that.

MEMBER OF THE AUDI ENCE: Yes.

MR PICCORILLI: She called to apol ogi ze

and told ne, "You know, | really didn't want to send

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O 0O N OO O WDN -~ O

Glocester School Committee Hearing - July 22, 2025

12

that letter, but David Igliozzi, the Town Solicitor,
made nme send it."

So in fairness to Jean, |'mnot going to put that
on the record.

| then again asked Ms. Beltramto conme here for
your July 8th neeting. | got an email on July 5th,
the day after, the Saturday after the holiday, saying,
"I can't nake it." No explanation why, just, "I can't
make it." So | said, asked her one nore tine, "I'm
going to have a neeting tonight, July 22nd, will you
appear voluntarily? Because if you don't, | have no
choice but to subpoena you.”" There is a statute in
Rhode | sl and that gives school commttees, as well as
town councils, the power to subpoena people as part of
an inquiry. And that's what | had to do. | had to --
think about that. The School Commttee's attorney had
to subpoena the Town's Finance Director to show up at
one of their neetings. |'ve never heard of anything
like that in any community that |'ve ever seen. But
that's where we are. [|'Il have sone nore docunents
we'll get through, but at this point I would ask you
swear in the w tness, please.

COURT REPORTER  Rai se your right hand,

pl ease. Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole
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truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

THE WTNESS: | do.

COURT REPORTER  And woul d you state
your name for the record.

THE W TNESS: Elizabeth Beltram

COURT REPORTER: Thank you. Spell your
| ast nane, pl ease.

THE WTNESS: B-E-L-T-R-A-M as in Mary.

COURT REPORTER: Thank you.

ELI ZABETH BELTRAM ( Swor n)
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON BY MR PI CCl RI LLI

Ms. Beltram vyou --

MR, ROBENHYMER  Just one second. For
pur poses of the record, ny nane is Ti m Robenhyner. 1'I
be representing Ms. Beltram here today here as the
Fi nance Director for the Town of d ocester just from
acoustics standpoint, |I'm having trouble hearing because

I got this big fan behind us. So if you can just keep
your voices up, | would greatly appreciate it.

MR PICORLLI: GCkay. Tim as I
under st and, you contacted ne today and said you woul d be
representing Ms. Beltram As | understand it, the Town
Council hired you to represent Ms. Beltram is that

correct?
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MR, ROBENHYMER  That is accurate.

MR PICCRILLI: The Town Council is
spendi ng noney on a separate |awer than the Town
Solicitor to do this.

Ms. Beltram again, what is your current position with
the Town of d ocester?

D rector of Finance.

And how | ong have you held that position?

Just over a year.

(kay. You really got to --

Just - -

Yeah. R ght up to --

Just over a year.

And what did you do before that?

I was the accountant in the Finance O fice.

You were the accountant in the d ocester Finance Ofice?
That's correct.

What certifications or degrees do you have that qualify
you to be the Town Finance Director?

I have a master's in finance and accounting, and | have
13 years of public accounting experience.

Do you hold any certifications fromthe state regarding
busi ness managenent ?

| do not.
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Ckay. So you don't hold a school departnent
certification for being a business nanager?

| do not.

What are your duties as the Finance Director?

For the Town, ny duties as the Finance Director are to
oversee the expenditures and prepare the Town budget
wth the Budget Board, and report to the Town Council.
Wien | sent you this letter on June 5th, what did you
do with it?

" mnot sure | understand the question.

Did you, when you got the letter, did you showit to
anybody?

Ch, June 5th, that was with Solicitor Igliozzi.

So the first thing you did was you sat down with

M. lgliozzi to go over ny letter?

Yes.

Ckay. What did you tal k about with M. Igliozzi?

MR, ROBENHYMER No. | can't all ow her
to tal k about what she and her attorney di scussed.
That's attorney/client privilege. So I'mnot going to
all ow her to have a discussi on here about what she spoke
with that attorney or ne in preparation for --

MR PICORLLI: | don't knowif | agree

wth you on that. | understand your position.
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But let me ask you this. M. Beltram who do you work
for?

The Town Council .

Do you work for just the Town Council ?

| report to the Town Council, and | work for the
taxpayers, as well.

You work for the Town?

Yes.

So as the governnent ?

Yes.

Does that include the School Committee?

Yes.

So you do work for the School Commttee, as well?
Well, they don't pay ny sal ary.

Ckay. But do you handl e business nmatters for the School
Comm ttee?

For the School Departnent.

School Departnent, | should say. GCkay. As | understand
it, and this has been related to ne, so correct ne if
' mwong, because | don't know this to be a fact. |
have been told that your contract with the Town says
that you do not have to attend School Committee
neetings; is that correct?

The agreenent was that | would not attend neetings when
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I took on the position, that is correct.
School Conmmittee neetings or any neetings?
Meeti ngs, unl ess absolutely necessary.
So even Town Council neetings you do not attend?
I do not attend.
Unless it's absolutely necessary?
That is correct.
And what woul d be a necessary -- well, how nany -- well,
l et me ask you this.
You said you' ve done this for about a year. How
many Town Council neetings have you attended?
Probabl y, maybe ei ght.
How many School Commttee neetings have you attended?
The Budget Subcomm ttee neeti ngs.
Wen were those?
They were during the budget season, so it woul d have
been in January and February.
And did you ever neet with the full School Commttee?
I have not.
All right. So this is the first tinme?
Yes.
So when | asked you who you net with, and you said
M. lgliozzi, were you neeting as a private citizen, or

were you neeting with himas the Town Fi nance Director?
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As the Finance Director.
As the Finance Director who is also responsible for the
School Departnent budget ?
Correct.
And it's your position that even though you're working
on our School Departnent budget, that you can have
privil eged conmruni cations with the Town Solicitor, is
t hat your position?

MR ROBENHYMER: That's a | egal opinion,
and it's ny legal opinion that it is, and I'mgoing to

instruct her not to answer questions related to any

conversation with Attorney lgliozzi. So ask your
questi ons.
Well, let nme ask you this, when | sent you this, were

you instructed in any way to respond to this letter
ot her than of your own professional opinion?
You woul d have to ask Solicitor Igliozzi.
All right. So just to be clear --

MR PICCRLLI: No. She answered the
questi on.
Just to be clear, you get this letter, and instead of on
your own either contacting me or sending ne an emil,
calling ne on the phone and say, okay, this is how I

would like to -- | wuld like to talk to you about
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answering this, instead of doing that, you decided to
contact the Town Solicitor and determ ne how you're
going to respond to ne and this Conmttee, is that your
testi nony?
Yes.
Ckay. After you net wwth him what did you do to
prepare a response for this letter?
| did not.
You di d not hi ng?
You have already stated Jean Fecteau responded.
She did, but | asked you what you did.
| provided Jean with the two journal entries.
Ckay.

MR PICCORILLI: I'mgoing to ask this
be marked as Exhibit B.

(Wher eupon, School Committee Exhibit Bis

mar ked for identification.)
Ms. Beltram have you and your attorney had a chance to
review this?

MR. ROBENHYMER: Yes, thank you.
kay. So is this the letter that Ms. Fecteau sent to ne
on June 24t h?
Yes.

And she copied you on it?

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O 0O N OO O WDN -~ O

Glocester School Committee Hearing - July 22, 2025

QO >» O »

O >» O » O » O » O >» O >

Qo >

20

Yes.

And she copied Attorney Igliozzi on it?

Yes.

And it's your testinony that pages two and three, the
two attachnents, you prepared those?

Yes.

And you gave themto Ms. Fecteau to give to ne?

| did.

You didn't give themto ne directly, correct?
Correct.

Were you told not to give themto nme directly?

I was told they would be going with this letter.

And who told you that?

Jean Fect eau.

Jean?

Yeah.

By the way, do you know what a public records request
I s?

| do.

Ckay. And did you understand ny June 5th letter to be

a public records request?

MR. ROBENHYMER |'mgoing to object to
that question. | think that it calls for a | egal
conclusion. |I'mnot going to allow her to answer that
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questi on.
MR PICORILLI: Al right. 1 don't --
Tim with all due respect, you don't -- this is not |ike
a court hearing. |It's nore |like a deposition. She has

to answer it to the best of her ability. You can

obj ect, but she still has to answer.

MR ROBENHYMER: | didn't read that in
any rule. | didn't read that in the subpoena that you
sent. |'mnot aware of any case |law or statute that

prevents nme from objecting and instructing her not to
answer. So you can take that where you' re going to take
it, but I"'minstructing her not to answer it, and she
wi Il not answer it.

MR PICCRILLI: And the basis for your
obj ecti on?

MR, ROBENHYMER | already told you, it
calls for a legal conclusion. This individual is not
here to determ ne whether or not it was a public records
request or not. That's for sone other forum

MR PICCRILLI: | asked her if she
under st ood what a public records request is, and she
sai d she did.

MR ROBENHYMER: Ri ght.

MR PICCORILLI: So |I'masking her if
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she understood this to be a public records request.

MR, ROBENHYMER  No, that wasn't the
guesti on you asked.

MR PICCRILLI: Oh, okay. Then let ne
ask it that way.
D d you understand ny June 5th letter to be a public
records request?

MR ROBENHYMER: That's fi ne.
I was unsure, which is why | contacted David Igliozzi.
| see. Al right. So in terns -- ny letter didn't just

ask for docunents, it asks for sone expl anations, sone
answers, right?

VR. ROBENHYMER: We're back on Exhibit

A?

MR PICCRILLI: Exhibit A

MR ROBENHYMER. Greg, | don't want
to --

MR PICCORLLI: GCkay. Wll, let ne
clarify.

MR ROBENHYMER:  Yeah.
If you |l ook at page two of ny June 5th letter, | ask

you to provide a detail ed accounti ng of noney whi ch was
appropri ated over the last six years. | asked that the

accounting include, at a mininmum where the noney was
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appropriated -- where the appropri ated noney was paid
into, was it paid into a School Conmttee account, or
sone ot her account, and what expenditures were made
agai nst these appropriations and authori zed t hese
appropri ates. None of what you provided to Ms. Fecteau
in those two docunents answered those questions, right?
Correct.
Ckay. And, again, I'll ask it, but I think I know
what's going to happen. Wy didn't you answer those
guesti ons?
I was waiting for an opinion fromSolicitor 1gliozzi as
to whether or not it was an open records request because
there was sone confusion around that.
You didn't think to call ne and ask ne?
| guess not.
Ckay. And | amassumng M. Igliozzi told you, treat it
li ke a public records request and don't answer the
questi ons?

MR. ROBENHYMER: |'m going to object and
I nstruct you not to answer.
Right. Do you see response nunber three on Exhibit B?
Yes.
And response nunber three says, "Request for Expl anation

to Questions. The Access to Public Records Act requires
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a public body to provide docunents that are deened
"public records', not answers to questions.” |Is that
ri ght?

MR. ROBENHYMER  Are you asking is
that --
I's that what that says?
That is what it says.
And when you -- and you understood when this letter was
sent on June 24th that ny letter was going to be
treated as a public records request?
| understood this was the response.

Ckay. By the way, let's look at the two attachnents, if

you coul d.
Ckay.
And I"mnot quite sure in which order they cane in. It

| ooks I'i ke you printed one out on June 23rd at

3:14 p.m, and one at June 23rd at 3:30 p.m is that
right, up in the upper-left-hand corner?

That's what it says.

Ckay. And it says -- so let's start with the 3:14 p.m
printout. It has -- it says, "Journal Inquiry Report,
Ceneral Ledger." It has fiscal year 2024, it has a
transaction date of May 31, 2024, and referenced school

funding transfer. And then in the body of it, it says,
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it has an account, it | ooks |ike account nunbers, a
description, a debit, and a credit, right?

Correct.

The first line has, "Citizens unrestricted checkbook,
general fund. Debit, zero. Credit, $520,000." R ght?
Correct.

And what does that nean?

That neans the noney was withdrawn fromthe Town of

G ocester's checkbook.

Ckay. And then the next line it says, "Due from MP
fund," and there is a debit of 520,000. What does that
mean?

That neans it's being set up to be transferred to the
fund.

Set up to be transferred to what fund?

To transfer to the school.

What does "MP" stand for?

"MP" is the set-aside account that was -- it's nopney
that was set aside for the School Departnent by the Town
of 3 ocester's voters in referenduns during budget
years.

What does "MP" stand for?

| don't know. | didn't create that account.

And who told you that this account was set up that way?
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That's the description of the account in our general

| edger.

It doesn't say it on here, though? | nean, if sonebody
readi ng this would not be able to understand what you
just said, that this was from noney that the voters set
up as a fund, is that what your testinony is?

That is correct.

Wiere does it say that on here?

It doesn't. This is a copy of a journal entry.

So there is no explanation. So again, ne or anybody

el se reading this, would have no idea to understand that
W t hout that explanation, right?

Ri ght .

And you didn't think to put that in there, an

expl anation, did you?

| guess not.

kay. The next line says, "Due to the general fund.
Debit, zero. Credit, 520,000." What is that?

That's the other side of that entry on the fund side.
So we operate on a fund-accounting basis at the Town,
right. It's not just a double entry, because we have a
general fund, and then we have set-aside funds. That
set-aside fund has to receive both a debit and a credit

for this entry. That's accounting practice.
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Well, it says, "Due to the general fund." It doesn't
say, due to the MP fund.
Ri ght .
Wiy does it say general fund?
| didn't set up that account. | can't tell you what the

description was intended to nean. | can only --
It's a different account, though, right?
Yes, it is.
Because the account above it has all different nunbers?
That's right. |[If you |look at the description, you wll
see that the reference -- there is a reference to the
account above "01000", you can see that right there in
par ent heses.
Well, that's an account nunber?
Right. That's an accounting practi ce.
But that is neaningless to sonebody like ne, right? |
woul d have --

MR, ROBENHYMER  Just |et him ask the
questions. One at a tine.
Those nunbers woul d be neani ngl ess to soneone |ike ne, |
woul d have no idea what they refer to, right?
Uh- hum right.
Again, you didn't offer any kind of explanation on this?

MR, ROBENHYMER: Until tonight.
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Until tonight?
Ri ght.
By the way, Ms. Beltram you are here under subpoena,
ri ght?
Yes.
Yeah. You never indicated to nme that you woul d cone
voluntarily, did you?
| indicated that | was unavail able the night you first
requested, and | also provided you with a witten
expl anat i on.
Yeah, you're right, you did.

On July 9th you sent nean an email -- well, | sent
you an enmail on July 8th expressing ny frustration
that you didn't conme to the neeting that night. And I
asked you, you know, why you didn't answer the
questions. | asked, "Is this refusal by you, or are you

being directed to not respond to ny inquiry by either
the Town Council or the Solicitor? And therefore, you
have given us no choice but to i ssue a subpoena to
appear on July 22nd. |If you indicate your wllingness
to appear and answer questions, we can avoid the
enbarrassnent of having to subpoena soneone who is

| egal |y responsi ble for our budget." Do you renenber

getting ny email that said that?
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MR, ROBENHYMER:. | am going to object at
this point. These folks here aren't interested in the
back and forth.

MR PICORLLI: Don't -- Tim don't
even assune - -

MR, ROBENHYMER  You're frustrated. |
get it.

MR PICCI RILLI: No.

MR, ROBENHYMER  But what if -- let ne
finish because | didn't interrupt you. You're
frustrated with the process up to this point. |
understand that. But she's here, she's here to answer
questions about their tax dollars. Let's get to the
nmeat of it, instead of playing around with, you didn't
conply with this, you didn't respond to ny enail. |
understand you're frustrated, but she's here to provide
you with the information you're looking for. So let's
get to it.

MR PICCRILLI: Tim you haven't been

29

around here, and you have sonme nerve to conme in here and

make conments like that. And |'mgoing to ignore them
MR. ROBENHYMER |s there a question?
MR PICC RILLI: Yes.
MR, ROBENHYMER: |Is there a legitimte
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questi on about where the School Departnent's dollars are
com ng from and goi ng to?

MR PICCRILLI: There is a standing
gquestion, and I'mgoing to keep asking it. | don't care
what you say.

MR, ROBENHYMER:. And | am going to keep
telling her not to answer. | don't care what you say.

MR PICCRILLI: So, when | said --

MR, ROBENHYMER  You have balls and
runni ng to the playground.

MR PICCRILLI: Wen --

MR, ROBENHYMER: Let's get to the
merits.

Wien | said, "If you indicate your willingness to appear
and answer questions we have regardi ng the Mii ntenance
of Effort, we can avoid the enbarrassnent of having to
subpoena someone who is legally responsible for our
budget." You did get that email, right?

MR. ROBENHYMER: |'m going to object and
instruct you not to answer. Do you want to go to a
judge and |l et the judge decide what this transcri pt
| ooks i ke?

MR PICCORILLI: Ckay.

MR ROBENHYMER: Let's do it, Geg,

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O 0O N OO O WDN -~ O

Glocester School Committee Hearing - July 22, 2025

31

because | would love to do it.
By the way, are you legally responsible for our budget?

MR, ROBENHYMER  Say that agai n.

Are you legally responsible for our budget, the School
Depart nent budget ?

MR, ROBENHYMER It's clear in the
question that's a | egal opinion you're asking for. |Is
she responsi bl e..

MR PICCRILLI: Are you instructing her
not to answer?

MR, ROBENHYMER |'m going to instruct
her not to answer.

MR PICCRILLI: Ckay.

In your response to ny enmail you said -- you didn't say,
| wouldn't conme. You said, "Wth regard to questions
surroundi ng MOE, | cannot speak to the intentions of

t hose who built these budgets before nme, nor is there
any docunentation to support their intent. The best |

can do is follow the cash, which is the informati on

provi ded yesterday." That's what you wote back to ne,
ri ght?

Correct.

And so you did not indicate a willingness to appear,

ri ght?
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Ri ght .

Were you told not to appear by someone?

No.

D d you nmake that decision on your own?

Correct.

Goi ng back to Exhibit B. The last |line on this journal
entry says, "Loss in state aid, d ocester Schools.” Do
you see that?

| do.

And again, it's a $520,000 debit, correct?

Correct.

Now, does this have an account nunber attached to it?
The MP-083-2275.

Ckay. That's on the left?

Yup.

But there's nothing that -- where it says, "Loss of
state aid," there is no parentheses or account nunber,
like in the Iine above it, right?

No, there is not.

Wiy not ?

Because that is not a due-to/due-fromsituation. That
is the noney that is going to be -- that is being
transferred to the School Departnent.

What does "Loss in state aid, d ocester School s" nean?
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Just what it says. Again, | did not build that account.
That's the title that was given to it by the individuals
who set that up

Who set it up?

Pri or personnel.

Prior personnel ?

The prior Finance Director. | don't know which one.
You used to work in that office, you said, before you
becane Fi nance Director?

That account was built in 2014. That is |long before |
arrived.

That was built. Do you have records reflecting when

t hat account was created?

I can see the first entry to that account, which was in
2014.

I mean, any backup, any notes, any nenoranda, any
docunents to say this is why we're setting up this
account ?

| do not.

Dd you |l ook for them docunents that say that?

I was not asked to.

If | asked you to | ook for the docunents which

est abl i shed how t hat account was set up, would you be

wlling to do that?
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Yes.

Wien do you think you can get nme that information?

That woul d require going into archives, so | amnot sure
exactly what the tineline would | ook |iKke.

Wul d you be willing to follow up with nme?

Yes.

To cone up with a tineline of when you can provide ne
with that information?

Yes.

kay. And it's your understanding that those docunents
woul d only exist in an archive sonmewhere?

That is correct. Each fiscal year our docunents are
noved out of the office and into an archive.

Have you ever asked anyone in the Business Ofice or on
t he Town Council what that means?

No, | have not.

Why not ?

I haven't been pressed for that.

Do you understand that one of our argunents here is that
t hat $520, 000 should go to our M ntenance of Effort, do
you under stand that?

| do understand that.

And do you understand what Mai ntenance of Effort is?

| do understand that.
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Ckay. Do you have an opinion as to whether that 520, 000
shoul d go into Mai ntenance of Effort?

| do not.

Were you told to not have an opinion, or is that just
your own opi ni on?

That is my own opi nion.

Ckay. And because nornally a Finance Director would
have to know sone basic things, |ike what Mi ntenance of
Effort is, would you agree with that?

MR, ROBENHYMER | object to that
gquestion. | don't knowif that's actually an accurate
statenent relative to finance directors having that
acknow edge. | don't know the answer to that question.
If you know, you can answer.
| do not.

Have you ever -- well, you said you're not -- | guess
you're not a certified business, school business

adm ni strator, so you' ve never taken any cl asses on what
school budgets are and what Mai ntenance of Effort is?

| have not.

By the way, do you consider that as the Director of

Fi nance for the Town of d ocester part of your job
description is to answer questions that the School

Comm ttee has?
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Yes.
Ckay. And answer them w t hout having to have | egal
counsel present?

MR, ROBENHYMER | object to that
guestion. Mre grandstanding. But that's the conplete
matter. |1'mgoing to instruct her not to answer.

MR PICCRILLI: Ckay.

Let's got to the ext journal entry, the second one.
This has a transaction date of 6/14/2023, the year
prior. And it has a reference, "Loss in state aid due
to GSD." Do you see that?

Yes.

And what does that nean?

That's just a description that was inserted by whonever
made the journal entry. That's an internal note.

Do you know who nade that journal entry?

It says "Kathy" right there.

And who is Kathy?

Kathy is one of the clerks in the Finance Ofice.

This also has four entries, simlar to the [|ast
docunent. The first one is, "Citizens unrestricted
checkbook, general fund." This amount is $359, 179,

ri ght?

Correct.
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There is a little asterisk next to 359, correct?
Correct.

And below -- well, let nme ask you this. Wat is that
asterisk there for? D d you put that there?

| did.

And why?

To reference the note bel ow

And what does the note bel ow say?

It says it's a conbination of two years, it says the
dollars and the year that it is associated wth.

And it says $181, 108, FY23, $178,068 for FY22, correct?
Correct.

Wiere did you get that infornmation?

| | ooked at the budgets.

Why ?

To determ ne what the total nunmber was.

Wll, why didn't you just leave it at 359? Wy did you
feel the need to have an explanation to it?

Because you had asked nme about different years’
transfers. Those are the years.

kay. You only did it for '24, '23, and '22, though, |
guess, right?

That's the only year that they were conbi ned.

And again, it goes on, "Due to MP fund," you have the
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sanme anount as the debit, correct?
Correct.
And, "Due to general fund," the sane anount as the
credit, correct?
Correct.
And then again, it says, "Loss of state aid, d ocester
School s, 359, 176," right?
Correct.
Ckay. Now, although you didn't appear on July 8th,
you did send a two-page docunent to us, didn't you?
| did.
And one page was a letter, nenb and a one-page
spreadsheet, correct?
Correct.

MR PICCRILLI: Gve us a second.
We're going to conpil e these.

Becky, 1I'lIl have this nmarked as Exhibit C
(Wher eupon, School Commttee Exhibit Cis

mar ked for identification.)
I amgoing to show you what's been marked as Exhibit C
Is that the meno and t he one-page spreadsheet you sent
to the School Commttee on July 8th?
It is.

Ckay. And why did you send that docunent?
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| sent that as an explanation to the questions that were
outlined previously.

You nean the questions | asked on the June 5th letter?
Correct.

So at sone point you decided to answer ny questions?
Yes.

And why did you change your m nd?

Because | was unable to attend the next neeting.

Ckay. And you think this provided the answers to ny
guesti ons?

That's as nmuch as an answer -- that's all the answers
that | have to all of the questions.

Ckay. Your nmeno says, "Attached is a worksheet
detailing the budgeted appropriations and transfers of
funds to the schools fromthe Town as presented on both
the Town's and the School's budget over the last -- or
the nost recent six years. Also included are the actua
cash transfers as recorded in both organi zati ons'
general | edger records. The funds were electronically
transferred fromthe Town's general fund to the School's
general fund and the School Departnent determ nes
utilization of the funds." R ght?

Ri ght .

And, again, as you understand it, whatever noney is
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appropriated to the School Departnent is within the
exclusive jurisdiction of the School Departnent to
determ ne the expenditure, right?

Correct.

So, for exanple, if the Towmn were to say, here is

$7 mllion, but we expect you to spend it a certain way,
the Town Council couldn't do that, right?

Not with the appropriation.

They can do it sone ot her way?

' m unawar e.

kay. So let's |l ook at the spreadsheet. You go back to
2020, and you have a budgeted three |ines, an actual
three lines, and then a columm that says, "Appropriation
only, percentage increase over previous year, total

i ncrease over previous year -- total percentage increase

over previous year," and then sonme notes. Those are the
columms, right?

Uh- hum

And you have to say yes or no for the record.

Yes.

Thank you. And then you have one for town and school,
the line for 2020, it says "Town" line or "School" |ine,
ri ght?

Correct.
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Wiy do you have two different |ines?
I was |ooking at two different budgets, the Town's
budget versus the School's budget, the Town's cash

versus the School's cash.

Vel l, the Town doesn't have a budget for the school,
does it?
The Town does have a budget on -- the Town has an

appropriation on their budget, an appropriation to the
School on page one of their budget.

So you're saying that this -- and now we're | ooki ng at
"Budgeted" in the first line, 6,626,922. You' re saying
that that was an appropriation of the Town to the School
Departnent in 20207

That was al so a line on that budget.

(kay. But then -- and then there is another line that
says, "Actual appropriation,” it happens to be the sane
that year, right?

Correct.

Now, there is another line that says, "Transfer,
107,000." \What is that?

Those are the funds that were transferred fromthat
set-aside that we were | ooking at previously.

Was this sonme other account that you were | ooking at?

We' ve already discussed that. That was the loss in

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O 0O N OO O WDN -~ O

Glocester School Committee Hearing - July 22, 2025

> O >» O »

42

state-ai d noney, set-aside fund.

Ckay. Wio had control over that fund? Ws that a Town
fund or a School Departnment fund?

That is a school -- a Town fund. Town npney that they
set aside to use for the School.

So in the year 2020, the Town appropriated to the School
Departnent 6, 626, 000, and then put a separate 107, 000
into another fund that the Town controlled, is that what
you j ust sai d?

No. The Town transferred that 107,000 fromthe
set-aside fund to the School Departnent.

Ch, I"'msorry. So there was -- so this other fund, do
you have any idea how nuch noney was in that fund in
20207

Not here tonight, | do not.

Do you know what it is now?

It is zero because the School has received all of it.
Wien did that happen?

The last 335 was transferred in fiscal year '25, the
year that just ended.

So if we look at the transfer nunbers, 2020 was 107, 000.
Now, in 2021, it's different. It has budgeted transfer
of 107, but then an actual transfer, there's nothing; is

that right?
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That's right. It didn't happen that year.

It didn't happen that year. ay. And then in 2022,
there was 78,000 that was budgeted to be transferred,
and that didn't happen?

That's correct.

And then in 2023, there was 181, 000 that was budgeted to
be transferred?

Correct.

And that was added to the 78,000 and cane up with the
359 that was actually transferred in 20227

That is correct.

Ckay. And again, and then 2024 was $520, 000, correct?
Correct.

And in 2025 it was 335, 0007

That is correct.

And your testinony is that all those nunbers, totaling
over a mllion dollars, right, roughly, over the | ast
Si X years?

Ckay.

That all of that noney cane out of sone MP fund that you
referenced in the other docunent, right?

That is correct.

Ckay. And you have no idea how that noney got put in

t here?
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The noney was transferred into that set-aside year over
year, dependi ng on what the referendum said or what the
budget -- because it's voter-approved noney that is set
aside from school surplus -- a Town surplus to be used
for the School.

All right. Let's go backwards to the nobst recent thing.
So in 2025, and that would have been fiscal year 2025,

t hat budget woul d have been approved by the taxpayers in
May of '24, right?

That is correct.

You're saying that in May of '24 the taxpayers approved
an appropriation of 7,467,608, right?

Correct.

And then they al so approved a transfer of $335, 0007

That is correct.

And that's your understanding fromreview ng the

Fi nanci al Town Meeting M nutes?

The budget and the referendum

So you' ve reviewed the referendunf

Yes.

Ckay. But you don't know, going back, you don't know if
there was a referendumthat set up this fund?

I would have to research that. | wasn't here then.

In any event, so in 2025 the 7,467,000 appropriation and
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the 335 transfer totaled 7,802,000, correct?

Correct.

Wul d that 7,802,608 be the Mii ntenance of Effort nunber
for fiscal year '267?

That is to be determned. | can only speak to the
appropriation. | believe we discussed that there is a

| egal question regarding that.

Wl |, you have a 2026, you have -- well, let's go back
one to 2024. 2024 we have actual appropriation,

7,192, 668, correct?

Correct.

Transfer of 5207

Correct.

Total, 7,712,668, correct?

Correct.

If that nunber, 7,712,668, was the Mii ntenance of Effort
nunber, where would it appear on the next school -- in
20257

It doesn't appear as an item The appropriation appears
on the budget.

Al right. Wll, if the appropriation for 2025 was
7,670,467, that's less than 7,712,000, right?

Correct.

Ckay. And the sane goi ng back 2023, the total
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appropriations were 7,523,482, right?

Coul d you repeat that?

The total appropriation for 2023 was $7, 523,482, right?
7,168, 306.

And a transfer of 359, 0007

Transfer.

So the School Departnent was given 7,523,423 to spend,
correct?

Correct.

As was given to spend in the manner in which the School
Departnment determ ned was appropri ate?

Correct.

But the next year, in 2024, the actual appropriation is
7,192,668, right?

Correct.

It's a 100 sone-odd-thousand dollars less -- no. 400
sone- odd-t housand dollars less than the total that was
given to the School Departnment in '23, right?

Correct.

If the Maintenance of Effort nunber is what was given to
the School Departnment in '23 and what was given to the
School Departnent in 2024 was |l ess than that, that woul d
viol ate the Mai ntenance of Effort, wouldn't it?

MR, ROBENHYMER: | am going to object
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and i nstruct her not to answer that question. That
clearly calls for a | egal concl usion.

MR PICCIRILLI: Fair enough.

MR. ROBENHYMER: The issue is -- well
I'"'mnot going to tell you what the issue is.
By the way, Exhibit A that | gave you, it had a nunber
of pages attached to it, right?
Yes.
Spr eadsheets that Superintendent Dubois had prepared?
Correct.
You knew Superi ntendent Dubois, right?
| did.
You tal ked with her frequently?
Yes.
You talked to her -- now, as | understand it, but for
the record she left enploynent in G ocester this past
June 30th, right?
Correct.
Prior to that, the |ast year she worked as an assi st ant
superintendent part tine, correct?
Correct.
But prior to that, she was the superintendent, albeit it
part tine?

Correct.
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And she had been the superintendent for nany years, 15,
maybe nore years, right?

Correct.

And for how | ong had you known her?

Since ny arrival in 2019.

Ckay. And so when you net with her, did she show you
her anal ysis of what she did here with all these pages?
We did not neet over this. | gave -- | provided her
audit books and copi es of budgets.

So she --

We did not neet regarding this information.

D d she ever show you this?

She showed everyone, yes.

Wien you say everyone, who is that? Wo do you nmean?
Well, she brought it to the Budget Board.

And you were there at the Budget Board?

I was.

Ckay. So you saw her present this to the Budget Board?
| did.

D d you ask her any questions, or did you talk to her
about any of this?

| did not.

Did she try to talk to you about it?

W did, we did converse about it, but |I didn't help her
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prepare this, and she did not ask ne any ot her

questi ons.

So Ms. Dubois never asked you what you thought the
Mai nt enance of Effort nunber shoul d be?

No.

On the fourth page of this docunent there is an

Expl anati on for Budget Versus Audit that Ms. Dubois
prepared, right?

Ckay.

Do you see that?

| do.

And you saw this at the Budget Board presentation?
Yes.

Was that the first tinme you saw this?

I don't know.

Okay. Just roughly, do you recall when that neeting
was, that Budget Board neeting? Was it in March of this
year ?

It would have been in March

O this year?

Yes.

After you saw this, did you talk to anyone about this
expl anati on sheet ?

No. That's not ny role at the Budget Board.
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So you didn't talk to Pat about this after she presented
it?
| don't recall. After that presentation, | do not
recal | .
Did you talk to anybody on the Budget Board about this?
| did not.
D d anybody on the Budget Board ask you to explain it?
They did not.
O ask your opinion about it?
No.
Anybody on the Town Council ask your opinion about it?
They did not.
By the way, has anybody on the Budget Board or the Town
Counci | ever asked you your opinion of what Mintenance
of Effort is?
They have not.
Ms. Dubois' expl anation says, "FY20, the Town Counci l
uses 6, 626,923 for Maintenance of Effort, while the
Auditors include the 107,000 in 'Reserve for Loss of
State Aid" in the audited Town Appropriation.”™ Do you
see that?
| do.
Do you agree with that?

MR, ROBENHYMER: | object. You're
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asking this witness to give you a response to a question
about a statenment made by an individual with whom she's
already told you she didn't neet with. She didn't

di scuss this report with. She didn't ask any questions
about ny client relative to the information contained in
this particul ar docunment. She just told you that her
rol e does not include any input in the Mintenance of
Effort. You asked her specifically, "D d the Budget
Board or the Town Council ask you your opinion of the
Mai nt enance of Effort?" She said, "No." [|'mgoing to
instruct her not to answer. In ny opinion, what is

Mai nt enance of Effort is a | egal concl usion.

MR PICCRILLI: That's not the
question. |'mnot asking her what M ntenance of Effort
is. |I'"masking her, do you agree with the statenent
made by Ms. Dubois in FY20.

MR, ROBENHYMER |'m going to instruct
her not to answer. Next question, please.

Do you have an opinion, without telling ne that opinion,
of whether or not you agree with that statenent?

MR, ROBENHYMER | f you understand the
guesti on.

I do not have an opi ni on

Ckay. |Is that true for all of the six years that
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Ms. Dubois did?
I do not have an opinion on Maintenance of Effort.
" mnot asking you that. |[|'masking you -- okay. Let's
take FY21. "The Audit shows the school s receiving
$230, 000 | ess than the adopted budget." Do you see that

st at enent ?

| do see the statenent.

Do you agree with that statenent?

| do not have an opinion on that. M opinion is I

foll owed the cash, and that's the spreadsheet that we
| ooked at, the flow of cash.

Ckay. You're famliar with audits?

Ch, yes.

You work with the auditors?

That's correct.

You know how to read an audit?

Yes, | do.

Do you know how to conpare audits fromone year to the
next ?

The audit does not | abel anything as Mai ntenance of
Effort.

This statenment doesn't even nention Mi ntenance of
Effort. It's a sinple statenent. "The Audit shows the

school s recei ving $230, 000 | ess than the adopted

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O 0O N OO O WDN -~ O

Glocester School Committee Hearing - July 22, 2025

53

budget . "
Well, that's not what ny report showed, and ny
spreadsheet showed you in Exhibit C
Where do you have audited nunmbers on Exhibit C?
| followed the cash. Sonetinmes presentation in audit is
slightly different than the way that -- they may | abe
it differently.
So --
| followed the cash. Cash is king. | showed -- |
foll owed the cash that cane out of the Town's genera
fund and went into the School's general fund. That's as
much as | can tell vyou.
Not hi ng on Exhibit C contradicts the statenent that the
audit shows the schools receiving $200, 000 pl us?
"' mnot sure where she's getting the $230, 000 fromthen.
All right. So let's |look at the attachnents. [|f you go
two nore -- three nore pages after the explanation page.
It says, "d ocester Public Schools Fiscal Year
2020-2021." Do you see that?
Yes.

MR ROBENHYMER: Does it say, "Adopted,
approved” up in the right-hand corner?

MR PICCRILLI: [|'msorry?

MR. ROBENHYMER: Does it say, "Adopted,
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approved, 6/23/20," in the upper-right-hand corner?

MR PICC R LLI: Correct.

Al right. In this docunent, Ms. Dubois has sone itens
hi ghl i ghted, right?

MR, ROBENHYMER  Well, how do we know
Ms. Duboi s?

MR PICORLLI: Wll, they're
hi ghlighted. Ch, naybe -- oh, they didn't cone out.
I"'msorry. They didn't cone out on the copy.

Al right. So going back to the prior years, 2019 to
2020, there is three colums, right? It says, "Budget
2019- 2020, Revi sed Budget 2019-2020, Decenber 31 actuals
2019- 2020, " right?

Yes.

Ckay. And do any of these docunents show the audited
numnber s?

There are sone pages of the audit to the back.

MR, ROBENHYMER: Oh, right here. It
|l ooks like it starts five pages fromthe back.

MR PICCRILLI: So nunber 138 is on the
bottom and it says, "Town of d ocester for fiscal year
June 30, '21"7?

MR, ROBENHYMER It starts on page 137.

Well, the bottom of the docunent has "page 137" on it.
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MR PICCRILLI: Yeah. Well, but I'm
tal ki ng about the budget, the audited budget for '21.

MR, ROBENHYMER | thought we were on
2019. | apol ogi ze.
VW were tal king about the $230,000 from FY21, right? Do
you recall that, in the explanation, it says, "The Audit
shows school s receiving 230,000 | ess than the adopted
budget " ?
That's what the expl anati on says, yes.
And in her explanation she tal ks about the $107,000 for
| oss of state aid was not shown, and then she had
witten on page 138 of that audit doesn't natch,
7,164, 305, right?

MR. ROBENHYMER: You're asking if that's
what's witten there?
That's what is witten there?
Yes.
And she has no nore explanation, "There is 107,000 on
approved budget that is not reflected here.” Do you see
t hat ?
| see that.
Do you agree with that?
| see it.

VR. ROBENHYMER: Your exhi bits?
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THE WTNESS: Yes. That woul d be the
year that was transferred.
It was transferred later. She says it was transferred
in"'23, right?
That's correct.
But as of that audit it was not there?
Correct.
Ckay. And again, we can go through this. Wat she's
saying the FY22 that the audit shows school s receiving
78,000 | ess than the adopted budget. FY23, she says the
audit shows the schools receiving the correct anount and
made up for that 78,000 from FY21, and anot her 100, 000
for loss of state aid. And then for FY24, she says,
"The Adopted Budget for FY24 is 152,749 |less than the
Adopt ed Budget for FY23."

Again, wi thout referencing the issue Mintenance

of Effort, do you disagree with any of those
cal cul ati ons?

MR, ROBENHYMER  Well, that is such an
unfair question.

MR PICORLLI: WlIl, you --

MR ROBENHYMER: Ms. Dubois is the
i ndi vi dual who shoul d be answering the questions about

her nunbers. M. Beltram prepared her own docunent and
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is prepared to discuss with you the nunbers on this
docunent. To ask a witness to cone in and tal k about --
MR PICCRILLI: Ckay.
MR, ROBENHYMER  -- a 20-page docunent
and anal yze whether or not the statenents nmade by an
i ndi vidual who is not even here are accurate is an
unfair question. |I'mgoing to instruct her not to
answer .
Well, again, Ms. Beltram you were there when Ms. Dubois
made this presentation, right?
I was at the Budget Board heari ng.
Wien she nmade this presentation with these docunents,
ri ght?
Correct.
Did you stand up and say, no, Pat, those are wong?
That is not ny role on the Budget Board.
Did you ever talk to Pat after that neeting and say,
Pat, | think your nunbers are wong?
That was not ny role.
Dd you ever talk to Pat after this presentation and
di scuss whet her she had gotten her nunbers w ong?
No.
And agai n, what you provided in Exhibit C nakes no

reference to audited nunbers, right?
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Ri ght .

MR PICCORLLI: I'mgoing to take a
five-m nute break.

( BRI EF RECESS)

MR PICORILLI: W're ready. W will
go back on the record. | only have a few nore
questi ons.
Ms. Beltram you indicated that you did attend the
Budget Subcommittee neetings?
Correct.
And do you recall who was at those neetings?
Bet h Keeling, Aaron Dupuis, Marc Ri zzo, Pat Dubois, and
Renee Pal azzo.
During those Budget Subcommttee neetings, did the issue
of Mai ntenance of Effort cone up?
I don't recall discussing it with them |'msure we
di scussed it, but | don't recall
Ckay. Do you recall that Ms. Dubois presented what's in
Exhibit A the attachnments, all the spreadsheets and
expl anations, did she present that at the Budget
Subconmmi ttee neetings?
I do not recall.
So it's possible she did and you just don't renenber?

I don't think it was this particular one. She may have
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present ed sonet hi ng el se.
Simlar to this maybe, other nunbers?
Yeah. 1'mnot sure. | don't renenber.
And there was a discussion about trying to figure out
year over year what the appropriation was, what the
audi ted nunbers were, why didn't they nmatch, why sone
years was the appropriation | ess than the previous year,
did those di scussions cone up in these Budget
Subconmmi ttee neetings?
I don't know - -
Renmenber, you have three nenbers here who were present.
I would have to | ook at the m nutes.
So be careful when you answer this.
I do not recall. | would have to | ook at the m nutes.
So as you sit here, you have no independent recollection
of what was di scussed at these Budget Subconmttees?
MR ROBENHYMER: Are we tal ki ng about
back to --
MR PICORLLI: This --
MR. ROBENHYMER: -- |l ast year when she
was appoi nted Fi nance Director, or?
Wien did the first Budget Subconmm ttee neetings happen?
January.

Ckay. And how long did they last?
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I don't recall. | went to budget hearings for the Town
twice a week for three nonths. | do not recall.
So you don't recall how many budget -- School Committee

Budget Subcommittees there were that you attended?

| do not.

Ckay. More than six?

No.

Ckay. So |less than six?

Pr obabl y.

And as you sit here today, it's your testinony you have
no recol l ection of a discussion over trying to figure
out how nmuch noney was actually appropriated over the
| ast three years to the School Committee, how nuch the
audit reported was appropriated, how nuch the Town was
reported was bei ng appropriated, you don't recall any
di scussi ons about that?

| don't recall specifics.

Do you recall generally that topic was di scussed?
l"msure it was.

Ckay. And did you take any personal notes at those
neeti ngs?

| did not, not on Mintenance of Effort.

D d you take any personal notes of anything at those

nmeeti ngs?
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We wer e discussing payroll

MR. ROBENHYMER: The question was did
you take any notes.
Ch, take any notes. Electronic, no, electronic changes
to the budget as we were sitting and di scussi ng.
So you don't have -- you don't have any personal notes
of what was di scussed at those neetings?
| do not.
What's the Town's budget surplus today?
I would say roughly 5 mllion.
$5 mllion?
Uh- hum vyes.
Is there a charter provision that mandates at | east by
the charter provision a certain anmount or a certain
percent age that the Town should have as a budget
sur pl us?
Twel ve percent of the upcom ng year's operating
expendi t ures.
And what is 12 percent of the upcom ng year's operating
expenses?
| don't have that figure off the top of ny head. |
don't have a budget in front of ne.
Is it less than $5 mllion?

MR, ROBENHYMER: | don't want you to
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guess or specul ate.

THE WTNESS: Gkay. Thank you.

MR, ROBENHYMER | f you don't know, just
say you don't know.
I don't know.

MR PICCRILLI: Does anybody on the
Conmi ttee know approxi nately what the appropriation was
for this year? Marc, 35 mllion you said?

MR R ZZO. Yeah, | think it's 5,000, 000
and 14 percent would be 35.7 mllion.

MR PICCRILLI: So your understanding
iIs that the Town had a 14 percent budget surpl us?

MR R ZZO.  Correct.
Do you di sagree with that, Beth?
| neither agree nor disagree.
Vell, if M. Rizzo is correct, then there's two percent
extra in the budget surplus. Wuld you agree with that?

MR. ROBENHYMER: |'m going to object and
instruct her not to answer. W're not going to start to
specul ate whether M. Rizzo is correct or not. W're
not going to question him You just don't know.

MR PICORILLI: WIlIl, I amgoing to
observe that you have a School Conmttee nenber seens to

know t he budget better, the Town budget better than the
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Town Finance Director. | have nothing further. | would

just nmake a comment.
MR ROBENHYMER: You have no questions?
MR PICCRILLI: | have --
MR, ROBENHYMER | nean, no further
questi ons?
MR PICCRILLI: No further questions.
MR, ROBENHYMER  So we're excused?
MR PICCORILLI: | have a comment. |If

you don't want to listen to it --

VMR. ROBENHYMER: We're not interested in

your comrents.
MR PICORILLI: | will -- then | wll
just naeke it to the audi ence.

MR, ROBENHYMER Al right. So

MR PICCORILLI: | was going to --

MR ROBENHYMER: But before you do that,
we can | eave, correct?

MR PICCORILLI: | was going to say --

MR. ROBENHYMER:. W are no | onger under
subpoena?

MR PICORLLI: | was going to say to
Ms. Beltramthat we would wel conme for her to cone to

t hese neetings wthout a subpoena, but | think you al
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see what we're dealing with. And | hope you report that
to the Town Council. Thank you. W can npbve on with
our agenda. | think we're all set.

(CONCLUDED AT 7:26 P.M)
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